
Bulldogs Advance to Semi-Finals 

By Judy Rogers 

 

 The Golden Plains Bulldogs advance to the semi-finals of the Kansas six-man playoffs 

with a 60-8 half time win over the Pawnee Heights Tigers in Rozel on November 1. 

 With a good crowd of supporters in the stands, the Bulldogs opened the game by winning 

the toss and rushing in the first play for an opening score.  The TD, run in by senior Harley 

Weese, was followed by a PAT kick from Weese for an 8-0 start.  Following tackles by juniors 

Wade Rush and Rojelio Loya, Weese intercepted a Tiger pass which he ran into the end zone.  

The kick went right and the Bulldogs led 14-0 with less than 1 1/2 minutes off the clock  

The Tigers could not advance past midfield and turned the ball over.  Rojelio Loya hit 

Rush with a pass for a third Bulldog touchdown on the first play of the series for a 20-0 lead.  

The Tigers tried to pass the ball but were plagued by Loya and Rush on defense and were unable 

to advance.   

 Back on offense the Bulldogs moved the ball with runs by sophomore Roberto Loya.  

Rojelio then connected with Weese who finished in the end zone.  Rojelio passed to Rush for the 

extra point.  The Dogs kicked the ball deep back to the Tigers who again tried to throw.  Rojelio 

intercepted their pass attempt and ran it in for a Bulldog score.  Roberto scrambled on the extra 

point attempt and ended up passing to Weese for the point to put the Dogs up 34-0 with four 

minutes remaining in the first. 

 Weese intercepted another Tiger pass.  Following a gain of yards by Roberto, Rojelio 

passed to Rush who ran in yet another Bulldog score.  The Dogs kicked back to the Tigers once 

again only to have the ball bounce out of the receiver’s hands and be recovered by Weese for the 

Bulldogs.  Despite runs by Roberto Loya, the Bulldogs punted back to the Tigers who were once 

again unable to advance the ball against the Dogs defense to end the first quarter with a 40-0 

Bulldog lead. 

 The Dogs opened the second quarter with another touchdown pass from Rojelio to Weese 

and a 2 point kick from Weese.  With tackles from sophomore Jovanny Infante and pass 

coverage from Rush and Weese, the Bulldogs regained possession and Roberto run in his first 

touchdown of the night.   

 The Tigers connected on a long pass and just as it looked like they were going to make it 

to the end zone, sophomore Ethan Shea held on to the runner dragging him back as Rush came in 

for the stop.  The Tigers passed once more to make their only touchdown of the game.  With a 

good kick the score was 54-8 Bulldogs Following another Weese interception, Roberto ran 

in the final touchdown of the night to give the Bulldogs the 60-8 win at the half.   

.  “It was good to be back on the field,” said Rush, who had missed two games with a knee 

injury.   “We were motivated in this game to continue in the playoffs,” added Rush.  “Our pass 

coverage was well executed—all that practice paid off.” 

Harley Weese posted another stat heavy game with 53 rushing and 77 receiving yards, 3 

interceptions, 4 touchdowns and 7 tackles.  Rojelio Loya also had good stats with 139 passing 



yards, connecting on 5 of 6 attempts for four touchdowns.  He rushed for an additional 12 yards, 

claimed 1 interception and 1 touchdown along with 7 tackles.  

 Roberto Loya rushed for 132 yards and two touchdowns along with 4 tackles. Wade Rush 

received for 62 yards, and two touchdowns.  He had 6 tackles.  Additional tackles were made by 

Jovanny Infante 6, Jaime Infante 3, and Ethan Shea 1. 

 The Bulldogs, who are now 6-3 on the season, will play in the semi-final game against 

Cheylin in Bird City on November 8, with a 7:00 pm kickoff.  A win in this game will send them 

to the championship game of the Wild West Bowl in Dodge City on November 16. 

  

  


